
 
DAFZA extends The Economic Substance Regulations 
(ESR) Deadline to 31May 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During April 2019, the UAE government released The 
Economic Substance Regulations (ESR).  Under ESR 
UAE companies carrying out “Relevant Activities” (see list) 
must maintain a proper economic presence in the UAE.  
When applicable, companies carrying out Relevant 
Activities must submit an Economic Substance Report 
within twelve months following the fiscal year-end of the 
company.  The report must be submitted to the Companies 
regulatory authority, which usually is the authority that 
issued the companies license.  As of date the nature of the 
actual Economic Substance Reports is still unknown. 

 

 

 

Relevant Activities: 

• Banking Business 

• Insurance Business 

• Investment Fund management 
Business 

• Lease - Finance Business 

• Headquarters Business 

• Shipping Business 

• Holding Company Business  

• Intellectual property Business (“IP") 

• Distribution and Service Centre 
Business The Dubai Airport Free Zone Authority (DAFZA) 

The Dubai Airport Free Zone Authority (DAFZA) extended 
the deadline for filing the Notification from 3 May 2020 to 

31 May 2020. The Notification must be submitted from 
DAFZAs online customer portal.  
 

 

 
What do you need to do? 

We recommend that you carefully evaluate the Company's 
economic activities to determine ESR applicability and to 
ensure ongoing compliance with the Regulations.  The 
evaluation should include an assessment of the 
substance-over-form test to adequately file the Notification 
or annual reports (if applicable) on time.   
 

 

 

How we can help 

RSM employs a team of talented and experienced tax 
specialists that can 

• Assist you in carrying out the ESR Assessment; 

• Preparing/reviewing the Notification, and/or 

• Preparing/reviewing the ESR report 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Contact us 

For further assistance please contact 
our Tax Consultant – Mr. Shahim 
Mukadam, at shahimm@rsm.ae 

 

 

 

https://dafzprod.custhelp.com/app/utils/login_form/redirect/dashboard/session/L3RpbWUvMTU4NzU0MDY2OC9nZW4vMTU4NzU0MDY2OC9zaWQvZlVoJTdFZkwxd0pDd2ViSE1UQVhiZEhKQUJ0UXIzQzh3ZHB4U3FJX01xc0ZHNGxDZjNtc3hqMXliJTdFZzA1YmdsZG1qcnZoWml6cmVtaHNHTGttaXFxZVhFUVl5T1BIb3FRJTdFWUFRcmpzSzhka2NiVDlTaWxNaDBMJTdFYlElMjElMjE=?p_ptaid=fUDo8qlFHk9I3i87NxM5MeCpCK7GVCYl0lORljGArVc2M260K2dQ3eYITMYMOMPnB4mgHrxo_aYW_3%7EEtVmdT_n5_BvGBFylyplszaBKUFFoWg9DwXd7fJsg%21%21
mailto:shahimm@rsm.ae
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RSM Dahman Auditors is a member of the RSM network and trades as RSM.  RSM is the trading name used 
by the members of the RSM network. Each member of the RSM network is an independent accounting and 
consulting firm each of which practices in its own right.  The RSM network is not itself a separate legal e ntity 
of any description in any jurisdiction. 
 
The RSM network is administered by RSM International Limited, a company registered in England and Wales 
(company number 4040598) whose registered office is at 50 Canon Street,  London  EC4N 6JJ. The brand and 
trademark RSM and other intellectual property rights used by members of the network are owned by RSM 
International Association, an association governed by article 60 et seq of the Civil Code of Switzerland whose 
seat is in Zug.  
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